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limited and reversible, are sacred because they are rational
crystallizations of a deep feeling of justice and humanity
which alone is strong enough to check the most danger-
ous abuses of force. That is what Talleyrand meant when
he referred to virtue. Woe to the age which takes advan-
tage of their limitations and reversibility in order to fal-
sify" them and use them to justify force and its abuses!
The sublime spirit of the eighteenth-century law of na-
tions, which was not a legal document but a moral and
almost religious law, was here apparent in all its splendor
and profundity. Somewhat vague and uncertain in most of
the preceding writers, it is revealed in perfect clearness by
Talleyrand's great inind

A few days later, Castlereagh paid a call on Talleyrand,
who took advantage of the occasion to show him a copy
of his letter to Metternich. "He read it very calmly,1'
Talleyrand wrote Louis; "he read it completely, and re-
turned it without a word, either of approval or condemna-
tion."

Graecum est, non legitur. It had meant nothing to
Castlereagh. But he had not come to talk political philos-
ophy with his friend; he had come to suggest the forma-
tion of a new committee to verify the Austrian and
Prussian estimates on the population of Saxony. Talley-
rand gave his approval to the plan, but seized the oppor-
tunity to attack Casdereagh's latest policy of taking refuge
behind complications and uncertainties. He wrote to the
King on December 28 as follows:

I told frim that I had no objections against that; but that,
if we handled it in the same way that we have handled so
many other matters up till now, by trusting to luck and fol-
lowing neither principles or rules, we should come to no
decision; that we should therefore begin by laying down princi-
ples; that, before verifying estimates, we should acknowledge
the rights of the Saxon King; that he, M. de Metternich, and
I should make a private agreement regarding this matter,